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§1410.1 Administration.

(a) The regulations in this part will
be implemented under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Execu-
tive Vice President, Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC), the Administrator,
Farm Service Agency (FSA), or a des-
ignee, or the Deputy Administrator,
FSA. In the field, the regulations in
this part will be implemented by the
FSA State and county committees
(“State committees” and “county com-
mittees,” respectively).

(b) State executive directors, county
executive directors, and State and
county committees do not have the au-
thority to modify or waive any of the
provisions in this part unless specifi-
cally authorized by the Deputy Admin-
istrator.

(c) The State committee may take
any action authorized or required by
this part to be taken by the county
committee, but which has not been
taken by such committee, such as:

(1) Correct or require a county com-
mittee to correct any action taken by
such county committee that is not in
accordance with this part; or

(2) Require a county committee to
withhold taking any action that is not
in accordance with this part.

(d) No delegation of authority herein
to a State or county committee shall
preclude the Executive Vice President,
CCC, the Administrator, FSA, or a des-
ignee, or the Deputy Administrator,
from determining any question arising
under this part or from reversing or
modifying any determination made by
a State or county committee.

(e) Data furnished by prospective par-
ticipants will be used to determine eli-
gibility for program benefits. Fur-
nishing the data is voluntary; however,
the failure to provide data could result
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§1410.2

in program benefits being withheld or
denied.

(f) Notwithstanding other provisions
of this section, the Erodibility Index
(EI), suitability of land for permanent
vegetative or water cover, factors for
determining the likelihood of improved
water quality, and adequacy of the
planned practice to achieve desired ob-
jectives shall be determined by the
Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) or other sources approved by
CCC, in accordance with the Field Of-
fice Technical Guide (FOTG) of NRCS
or other guidelines deemed appropriate
by NRCS. In no case shall such deter-
mination compel CCC to execute a con-
tract that CCC does not believe will
serve the purposes of the program es-
tablished by this part. Any approved
technical authority shall utilize CRP
guidelines established by CCC.

(g) CCC may consult with the Forest
Service (F'S), a State forestry agency,
or other organizations as determined
by CCC to be necessary for developing
and implementing conservation plans
that include tree planting as the appro-
priate practice or as a component of a
practice.

(h) CCC may consult with the Cooper-
ative State Research, Education, and
Extension Service to coordinate a re-
lated information and education pro-
gram as deemed appropriate to imple-
ment the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP).

(i) CCC may consult with the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), or
State wildlife agencies for such assist-
ance as is determined necessary by CCC
to implement the CRP.

(j) Except as agreed by CCC and the
participant together:

(1) The regulations in this part and
others governing CRP as of September
30, 2008, will continue to govern con-
tracts in effect as of that date (see 7
CFR part 1410 contained in the edition
of 7T CFR parts 1200 to 1599 revised as of
January 1, 2008); and

(2) Except as specified in paragraph
(GH)(1) of this section, this part will
apply to all CRP contracts.

[68 FR 24835, May 8, 2003, as amended at 74
FR 30911, June 29, 2009]
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§1410.2 Definitions.

(a) The definitions in part 718 of this
chapter shall be applicable to this part
and all documents issued in accordance
with this part, except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section.

(b) The following definitions shall be
applicable to this part:

Agricultural commodity means:

(1) Any crop planted and produced by
annual tilling of the soil or on an an-
nual basis by one-trip planters,

(2) Sugarcane planted or produced in
a State, or

(3) Alfalfa and other multi-year
grasses and legumes grown in a rota-
tion practice as approved by CCC.

Annual rental payment means, unless
the context indicates otherwise, the
annual payment specified in the CRP
contract that, subject to the avail-
ability of funds, is made to a partici-
pant to compensate a participant for
placing eligible land in CRP, including
any incentive payments that are not
specifically cost-shares.

Beginning farmer or rancher means, as
determined by CCC, a person or entity
who:

(1) Has not been a farm or ranch op-
erator or owner for more than 10 years,

(2) Materially and substantially par-
ticipates in the operation of the farm
or ranch involved in the CRP contract
modification, and

(3) If an entity, is an entity in which
50 percent of the members or stock-
holders of the entity meet the first two
requirements of this definition.

Commercial pond-raised aquaculture fa-
cility means, as determined by CCC,
any earthen facility from which $1,000
or more of freshwater food fish were
sold or normally would have been sold
during a calendar year.

Conservation district means a political
subdivision of a State, Indian Tribe, or
territory, organized pursuant to the
State or territorial soil conservation
district law, or Tribal law. The subdivi-
sion may be a conservation district,
soil conservation district, soil and
water conservation district, resource
conservation district, natural resource
district, land conservation committee,
or similar legally constituted body.

Conservation plan means a record of
the participant’s decisions and sup-
porting information for treatment of a
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